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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 502
By Venable

A RESOLUTION to honor Art Masker, recipient of the 1996 Jim
Pryor Child Advocacy Award.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to pay

tribute to those exemplary Tennesseans who have given unreservedly of themselves to develop

this state's most precious natural resource: our children; and

WHEREAS, Arthur Stephen Masker of Greeneville is the distinguished recipient of the

1996 Jim Pryor Child Advocacy Award presented by the Tennessee Commission of Children

and Youth, an award given to those who demonstrate an exceptional commitment to improving,

expanding and advocating services for our children and youth; and

WHEREAS,  only the second recipient of this coveted award, Mr. Masker has given

unselfishly of his time and talents for the past twenty-six years to improve the quality of life for

children and youth in Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Masker has a history of service in the child advocacy arena of our great

state that stands unequaled; his exemplary service has included direct services to youth in

residential settings, service as principal and headmaster of a boarding school, and participation

in numerous other programs benefiting children and their families; and

WHEREAS, as the current Senior Vice President of the Holston Home for Children, Inc.,

Mr. Masker has led the Home from a five hundred thousand dollar budget to a five million dollar
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budget annually, working diligently to expand the capacity of the Home and to offer more

services to children with a variety of needs; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Masker has served the Holston Home with alacrity and acuity,

overseeing a plethora of responsibilities, including child day care, foster family care, adoption,

pregnancy counseling and support services, community-based group homes for teens and

residential treatment for developmentally disabled females and emotionally troubled boys; and

WHEREAS, perhaps Mr. Masker’s commitment to our youth has been most evident

through his continued service on boards, committees and coalitions across the state, of which

even a brief list is inspiring; he is a board member, past president and chairman of the

nominating committee for the Tennessee Association of Child Care; he is a certified member of

the National Council on Accreditation Peer Review Board which conducts on-site review and

accreditation of social service agencies nationwide; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Masker has served the Northeast Tennessee Council on Children and

Youth in a variety of capacities, including President and Chairman of the Legislative Committee;

because of his visionary leadership, dedication and devotion to the Council, he was named

1995 Advocate of the Year; and

WHEREAS, ever one to shoulder the mantle of professional responsibility, Mr. Masker

has been a valuable member of the Greene Valley Developmental Center Human Rights

Committee, the Social Services Standards Task Force for Tennessee, the Tennessee Foster

Care Task Force, the Regional Child Abuse Review Team, the Tennessee Child Welfare

Services Committee and the Tennessee Foster Care Rate Setting Committee, which he served

as chairman; he has been a member of various state licensing committees and most recently

served as a member of the Interdepartmental Committee for the Children’s Plan and the

Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth; and
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WHEREAS, the success of the 1989 Forum on Welfare Reform sponsored by the

Northeast Tennessee Council on Children and Youth and the League of Women Voters can be

credited to Mr. Masker, who served effectively as planner, coordinator, and moderator; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Masker has been the recipient of a number of advocacy awards and

accolades including the Governor’s Distinguished Service Award and the Tennessee

Conference on Social Welfare’s Upper East Division Advocacy Award; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Masker has distinguished himself as an upholder of the great volunteer

tradition of the state of Tennessee by devoting his time and talents to a number of other worthy

community organizations and activities including the Boy Scout clubs in his district; he has been

an effective scout leader, training new leaders, supervising camping and trail activities, and

serving as a Boy Scout District Executive; and

WHEREAS, his many successes aside, Art Masker is most appreciative of the love and

support he shares with his wife, Martha, a school teacher, and their three daughters; and

WHEREAS,  Mr. Masker’s length, scope and impact of service in the child advocacy

arena has been nothing less than extraordinary; he has served his profession and the children

of this great state with enthusiasm, industry and singular acumen for twenty-six remarkable

years; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That

we hereby honor Art Masker for his lifetime of contributions to our children and youth and

congratulate him upon receiving the 1996 Jim Pryor Child Advocacy Award.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation, with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


